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‘“Our lightening Rod drew the powerl!

lobbying effort...Congress

transportation bill that will

program for the next six years.

After an intense
passed the $151-billion surface
reshape the federal highway

Rebuilding Our Roads And Bridges

m* ack in 1990, 1published a hard facts
« C report entitled "Legacy of Neglect.”
« A It was written to support the
construction and maintenance of more
efficient roads and safer bridges through
increased federal infrastructure funding.
The report detailed the immense project
of rebuilding America's roads and bridges
that would not only launch an economic
revitalization, but would provide
thousands of jobs for Ironworkers across
North America.

As | read the newspapers and watched
the news, | noticed that America's
decaying roads and bridges no longer
made the headlines. Other crises were
taking precedent; the Gulf crisis, the drug
crisis, the educational crisis—everything
seemed to be a crisis except for our
nation's infrastructure. Although these
issues gravely affect Americans in various
ways, our decaying infrastructure
threatens the very core of our economic
system and the health and safety of every
citizen.

| believed a white paper, or study,
which clearly outlined the infrastructure
crisis, would be the best vehicle to
emphasize the need for action in solving
America's road and bridge crisis. Getting
our message out to the media,
Washington's opinion leaders, and to the
general public was especially significant
in 1991 because Congress would be
debating the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991.
Billions of dollars in new infrastructure
funds were at stake.

In the Ironworker tradition, our union
took the lead in fighting for increased

federal highway and bridge funding. We
got a head start by releasing the report in
November 1990, months before the new
highway bill was introduced in Congress.

The report was sent to Capitol Hill and
to the homes of newly-elected members
of Congress just weeks after their victories
in November 1990. Even before these
freshmen politicians came to
Washington, | wanted them to know us
and our issues. Within a few days after
the report was publicly released, the story
of decaying roads and bridges was featured
on Cable News Network (CNN) and was
broadcast to every corner of the globe.
"Legacy of Neglect" was also featured on
affiliates of the major television and radio
networks from Washington to Los
Angeles.

Stories about the report were carried on
UPI's news wires and were picked up by
newspapers from coast to coast, including.
The Christian Science Monitcrr, The Detroit
News, The Arizona Republic,and the
Hartford Courant. The story appeared in
Newsweek  and Changing Times and
attracted attention from several labor
publications, including AFL-CIO News,
Labor World, and The Building Tradesman.

The business press also rediscovered the
story of decaying infrastructure. Editorials

about the report appeared in the
Associated General Contractors'
Constructor magazine and Roads and

Bridges, the trade publication for Public
Transportation officials. Articles also
appeared in Citii Engineering Magazine,
Public Financial, and The Daily Bondsman.
Most importantly, it received the
attention we wanted on Capitol Hill.

JAKE WEST
General President

We received numerous letters from
Members of Congress who praised our
union for its foresight and concern.

A summary of the report was entered
in the Congressional Record, an account
of Congress' daily proceedings. In
entering the report, Congressman
Thomas J. Manton, of New York, stated,
"This report will serve an important
starting point in the upcoming
infrastructure debate in Congress.”

Our lightening rod drew the power!!
After an intense lobbying effort by the
Ironworkers and other building trades
unions, Congress passed the $1 Si-billion
surface transportation bill that will
reshape the federal highway program for
the next six vyears. While the
appropriation fals somewhat short of our
recommendation, it will provide
thousands of job opportunities for our
membership.

| would like to put every Business
Agent on notice to immediately start
tracking these projects in your respective
jurisdictions in order that these projects
will be built with union contractors and
our membership. On page 5 you will find
a state-by-state listing of the
appropriation showing bridges and total
allocation.

This is great news to start the New
Year, and we at International
Headquarters want you and your loved
ones to have a safe and prosperous future.

Fraternally.



